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Abstract
Under Crescent and Full Moons:
Contradiction and Coherence of Muslims in Beijing 1906-1913

Noriko Unno

The Hui people, an ethnic minority group of over 11 million people in the People’s Republic
of China, home to approximately 23 million Muslims, are said to be descended from Muslims
from Central Asia and West Asia who settled in China as early as the mid-seventh century. This
dissertation addresses the question: How did Hui Muslims maintain their religious belief while
negotiating their relationship with their non-Muslim neighbors in early twentieth-century North
China, where prejudices and violence against Muslims and frictions over dietary customs were
serious social problems?

Some studies assert that Muslims maintained their faith by pledging allegiance to the Chinese
nation and receiving support from its successive regimes, citing the slogan “Aiguo aijiao” (love
country, love religion) that Muslims frequently used. By contrast, this dissertation concludes
that Hui Muslims’ contradictory yet coherent practices—norms and behaviors that seemed to
contradict Islamic doctrine yet were internally coherent to themselves—were one of the main
factors that enabled Islam survive in the Chinese milieu. For example, the Muslim elite in
Beijing issued lottery tickets to earn money for running Islamic schools and saving the poor,
even though gambling is prohibited in Islam. During the Xinhai Revolution period, one Muslim
scholar decided not to cut his queue, even though the queue was regarded as an un-Islamic
hairstyle, to avoid criticism from elder Muslims and to save face (mianzi). Furthermore, citing
groundless origin myths that their ancestors were the Arab envoys dispatched to China by the
Prophet Muhammad as a “historical fact,” Muslim intellectuals claimed that Islam had a long
tradition in China.

Drawing on Muslim periodicals, national and municipal archives, and records of Japanese
military officers and Ottoman Muslims who tried to use Sino-Muslims for political purposes, as
well as those of Christian missionaries, this dissertation argues that these acts, which some
Muslims harshly criticized as contradicting Islamic doctrine, actually played an important role
in stabilizing and preserving Muslim society in China. Hui Muslims’ flexible interpretations and
practices of Islam that adapted to the reality of China and cannot necessarily be reduced to
“Aiguo aijiao” or the dichotomy between “piety” and “impiety,” which I call “contradictory
coherence,” contributed to the maintenance of their faith and relationship-building with
non-Muslims.
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Economic Analyses of the “Reversed Gender Disparity”
in Education and Development in the Philippines

Masayoshi Okabe

This doctoral dissertation is a compilation of the empirical studies exploring the issue of
“boys’ underperformance” in education that seems to be emerging in developing countries. The
dissertation comprises 10 chapters, of which eight are in three parts and two are in Appendices.
Part | comprises introductory chapters. Chapter 1 provides introductory discussions and
literature review. Chapter 2 explains the current educational system in the Philippines as a
premise for subsequent chapters.

Part Il comprises two chapters that discuss the gender bias and the demand continuity for
education, specifically using data collected in Bukidnon Province in Northern Mindanao Region
by the International Food Policy Research Institute. The chapter’s econometric analyses show
that an educational father—son preferential nexus is strong. Additionally, however, chapter 4
expands the framework of demands to higher educational levels compared to Chapter 3 and
employs a sequential logit model analysis, which indicates that, like the father—son nexus
discussed in Chapter 3, even the mother—daughter nexus positively influences the education
level attained by a child. The latter nexus is stronger and more robust.

Part III’s three chapters discuss further gendered heterogeneity in input activities for and
outputs of education, the primary data of which were collected using the local language,
Tagalog, by the author in Marinduque Province in 2017-2018. Chapters 5 and 6 quantify
children’s time-allocation patterns, using econometric analyses. A child’s gender and the
mothers’ labor-force participation (MLFP) were given special attention. Endogeneity-conscious
analyses primarily found the pattern: Sons are both more playful and less studious than
daughters if their mothers are working. These analyses also confirmed that the MLFPs were
triggered considerably by the low level of their livelihoods, as represented by fathers’
insufficient earnings or unemployment. The daughters’ reverse behavioral patterns, that is, more
pro-educational patterns compared to their sons, may be motivated by the role model of a
working mother. Maternal involvement, particularly for sons, largely cannot be taken on by
other family members, even in the extended family setting that is found widely in rural areas of
the Philippines. The discussion reconfirms the need to situate the results regarding sons and
such a “dual burden” of their mothers in a broader context of family dynamics.

Chapter 7 explores gendered stereotypes perceived by teachers as score markers against
students. We avail of the variations of blindness in rating systems between the NAT and
teacher-rating report cards (RC). Results support the hypothesis that male students are
systematically more likely to receive lower scores when they are evaluated in a non-blind rating
system in which teachers know who the examinees are. Chapter 7 thus presents an insightful
perspective about a channel in which Filipino schoolboys’ underperformance is further
augmented through gender stereotypes perceived by the evaluators, in this case, the teachers.
Chapter 8 gives a conclusion for the dissertation and summarizes policy implications. In
addition to the main body of the dissertation, two Appendix Chapters are attached at the end of
the dissertation to provide supplementary information.
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The Policies toward Religious Education in the Republic of Turkey
from the 1940s to the 1970s:
From the Reintroduction of Religious Education
to its Becoming a Compulsory Course

Manami Ueno

In the early years of the Republic of Turkey, with the aim of shaping the Turkish
national identity and bringing about social changes under the principle of secularism,
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk abolished various social institutions that had been based on
religion. As part of this reform, his administration removed all religious education from
the public education curriculum. However, in 1949, about 10 years after the death of
Atatlrk, the Turkish government began to offer elective religious education at
elementary schools. Thereafter, such religious education, which focused on the
cultivation of the Islamic faith, was gradually expanded to junior and senior high
schools, and in 1982, religious education was made compulsory for all students from
elementary school to senior high school. This dissertation examines how religious
education was resumed and made compulsory in the Turkish public schools, and
identifies the characteristics and transformations of Turkey’s religious policy in the
mid-20th century.

After Atatiirk’s death, politicians in power were forced to respond to society’s
dissatisfaction with Atatiirk’s reforms without contradicting his principle of “laiklik,” or
the separation of state and religion. Under these circumstances, they changed their
interpretation of “laiklik” from the separation of state and religion to a guarantee of
freedom of conscience by the state, thereby allowing the government to intervene
actively in religion and resume providing religious education. This interpretation, which
was also applied by the succeeding governments in the 1950s onwards, took root firmly
in the country along with measures to win public support through the relaxation of
religious restrictions. Furthermore, in 1976, the essence of Islamic reformist thought,
which had been inherited from the late Ottoman Empire, began to be reflected in public
education. Accordingly, instead of the former national identity, which had been based
on secularity, a new national identity, of which an important component is being
Muslim, was adopted in the country’s education policy.

Previous studies of the history of the Republic of Turkey have tended to show that a
foundation for a relationship of the state with religion in Turkey was built during the
administration of Atatirk and that it has remained unchanged to this day. The
discussion in this dissertation shows, however, that the relationship of the state with
religion in the Republic of Turkey was developed through trial and error after Atatiirk’s
death, and then, from the 1950s to the 1970s, the direction toward the present
relationship between the state and religion was established.
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Becoming the Magnificent: Royal Visits
and Filmmaking of King Bhumibol

Chie Sakurada

In the Kingdom of Thailand, located in mainland Southeast Asia, the late King
Bhumibol Adulyadej held supreme authority in his region, 1946-2016. His words
influenced every aspect of the country’s political, economic, and social policies and
served as a guide for his subjects’ lives. Images of his royalty appear in abundance
across the country, and even now, several years after the former king’s death,
photographs from when he was young are still shared frequently on social media. Why
and when did Thai people begin to take such a great interest in the royal family?

There has been little discussion of the Thai monarchy due to various reasons,
including the observance of lese-majesté laws. Therefore, with a focus on provincial
visits that took place in the early years of King Bhumibol’s reign and the enthusiastic
welcome that he received from locals, as well as the rapid spread of the “His Majesty’s
Films” newsreels featuring the king, this paper investigates the foundation of the
national reverence for King Bhumibol.

King Bhumibol Adulyadej has been referred to as a unique king due to his frequent
provincial visits. At the peak of his reign, he spent an average of over 250 days per year
making provincial visits, which were the main part of his official activities. However, in
the 1950s, when he ascended the throne, few Thai people, especially those in the
countryside, would have recognized his face.

To overcome this situation, in the first half of 1950, the king began to focus his
efforts on local screenings of “His Majesty’s Films,” personally supervising the
production and distribution of these films, often shown in schools and hospitals, that
acted as propaganda for his administration. By the late 1950s, footage of scenes of Thai
people enthusiastically welcoming him were seen across the country, disseminated
nationwide through “His Majesty’s Films,” and gradually, the films were welcomed as if
they were his other self. Though the local screenings of the films ended in the early
1970s, the films, in conjunction with the sharp increase in provincial visits, were major
factors in the Thai people’s love and respect for the king. Even when the number of
visits began to decline, the widespread use of re-edited footage from “His Majesty’s
Films” in books and TV programs through the late 1980s bolstered the king’s image.
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