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21st Asia Pacific Research Prize

Abstract

Study of Wuchang Gui : Process of Transition from Monster to God

Toru Otani

This article aims to firmly establish monster studies as a distinct field of research in
Chinese studies. This is based on my awareness that the abundant resources related to
monsters in China (such as oral traditions concerning monsters) have not yet been
tapped effectively. In this article, my intention was to utilize those neglected resources
for the practice of monster studies in order to show that conventional Chinese cultural
studies can be updated.

Against this background, the article critically discusses the trichotomous analytical
framework of “gods” “ghosts” and “ancestors” advocated by American anthropologists,
and the theme of “From ghosts to gods” derived from this framework. Those preceding
studies reduced the Chinese concept of “gui (ghosts)” simply to that of “guhun yegui”
(“unattended, wild ghosts”) of human origin, neglecting the existence of nonhuman
jingguai (monsters). Therefore, this article examines examples of jingguai being
transformed into shen (gods) to explore the position of monsters in Chinese folk beliefs.

To deal with these questions, for this article, I have chosen messengers sent from the
other world to arrest souls called “wuchang gui” (which SAWADA Mizuho called “god
of death”) as the focus of examination. This is because various examples reveal traces
of wuchang gui transformation from jingguai (monsters) to shen (gods). While this
hypothesis is clearly distinguished from the generally accepted theory on wuchang gui,
the historical transformation of wuchang gui has never been thoroughly examined.

This article tries to shed light on that historical transformation based on detailed
inquiries into the wide range of texts on wuchang gui and fieldwork on today’s
synchronic juxtaposition of their various images (such as shrine statues and folklore).

As a result, it has been revealed that wuchang gui are a kind of monstrous messengers
from the other world that originated from jingguai, such as shanxiao and mobi gui.
Furthermore, this article has succeeded in showing the process where the current public
image of wuchang gui as gods has been created in parallel with the gradual dilution of
their monstrous nature.

I am confident that the attempt made in this article has considerable significance for
the subsequent development of research because, despite leaving several challenges
unsolved, it has submitted specific proposals for a new methodology and possibilities
for Chinese monster studies.
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21st Asia Pacific Research Prize

Abstract

An Anthropological Study on the Transformation of Village Society and
Life of Faith in Tibetan Amdo Region: A Case Study of BonSkor, Guinan
County, Hainan Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture, Qinghai Province, China

Lajiaben

The purpose of this dissertation is to reveal the reality of the life of faith of Tibetans
living in the Amdo region of Tibet from the perspective of village dwellers, based on an
analysis of the religious activities of Tibetans living in the region. Bon skor village,
Guinan County, Hainan Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture, Qinghai Province, China, was
selected as the study site.

First, the introduction sets out the purpose of this dissertation, then traces back to the
history of Tibetan studies beginning in the 17th century, places this dissertation within
that history and sets out the research questions. Chapter 1 reveals the Tibetan Amdo as a
region where various cultures have coexisted and intermingled, and then illustrates the
area of incarnate lama rule in the region and its influence from the perspective of the
people of the temple area. Chapter 2 discusses how the society of Bon skor village has
changed since 1958, following the relocation of the village due to the construction of
the dam. Chapter 3 examines the relocation of religious institutions and changes in
villagers' Buddhist religious activities as a result of dam construction. Chapter 4
describes the phenomenon of Sinicization, in which the people of the Amdo region have
named the Wenchang deity worshipped by the Han Chinese as A myes yul lIha (ancestral
deity) and accepted him as an all-powerful deity. Chapter 5 focuses on the Mani Hall,
the site of Buddhist activities of the seculars, and discusses the Buddhist religious
activities of the villagers in relation to the sMyung gnas rituals (repent and purify
rituals) that have been held there. Chapter 6 examines the role of the home priests
(dPon) in relation to the Bon religious institutions in the village and details the
purification rituals of Bon patron deities performed in Buddhist households, particularly
as a household-level ritual where there is a significant mix of Buddhism and Bon.

The conclusions noted the following points. Community cohesion in Bon skor village
was strengthened by the relocation due to the construction of the dam. In addition,
government compensation for relocation activated the religious activities of the village
and provided an economic basis for communal rituals to take place. In other words, the
loss of homeland and ‘tradition’ drove people to create new traditions, and that interest
especially turned them towards religious activities. It was also argued that the religious
activities of the villagers are oriented in two directions: folk beliefs seeking worldly
benefits and beliefs seeking advanced doctrines such as the salvation of all sentient
beings or of the next life. Characteristic of the mixed nature of religion in the region is
that those two beliefs are coexisted and related mutually without contradiction.
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Abstract

A Media Historical Study of Pacification and Propaganda Activities
in Rural Areas of Manchukuo

Le Wang

Propaganda activities in rural areas of Manchukuo called Senbu (the meaning of
pacification) was emphasized officially by Japanese authorities in Manchukuo. This
media-historical research focuses on the multifaceted interpretations of media’s
utilization in Senbu to clarify the actual situation of governance policies in rural areas of
Manchukuo based on the primary historical materials.

Chapter 1 elucidates the discursive formation of Senbu among the Japanese
authorities accompanying the implementation of propaganda activities. This part is
followed by a discussion on the multi-target feature of propaganda activities and the
uniqueness of media. To illuminate the trajectory of Senbu, chapter 2 traces the
historical development of propaganda activities in Manchuria as well as the
improvement of educational and technical infrastructures of Senbu. Chapter 3 reveals
several specific methods of Senbu such as the production of hygiene films, various
outdoor screening practices cooperated with other medical activities or lectures that
were expected to enhance the efficiency of Senbu. Chapter 4 throws lights on how
Senbu took advantages of religious ceremonies and their regular markets in order to
gather audience groups in scarcely populated areas of Manchukuo. The final chapter
summarizes how Senbu has transformed and been transformed by local society. This
thesis attempts to fill the blank of historical studies about Manchukuo’s propaganda
activities in rural areas while provide a brand-new analytical perspective for unifying
the multiple media in the field of media studies.
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