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Abstract

This paper reviews recent trends in social capital research. Studies of social
capital have focused on two broad issues: the determinants of social capital, and its
broader political, economic, and social consequences. Among the recent research on the
former, a vibrant research program has emerged on the effects of ethnic diversity on social
capital. The latter question has attracted less focused attention in recent years, although
some scholars have begun to develop increasingly sophisticated frameworks for

understanding the broader effects of social capital.
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